The external ear appears only in mammals and possesses a great diversity of forms. In addition, multiple nerves are distributed in the external ear. The nerves which are distributed in the external ear were investigated in humans and in the musk shrew (Suncus murinus) in a macroscopic study.
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The following results were obtained.
Cranial nerves (CN) V, VII, X and cervical nerves supply the auricle and the external meatus 
